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Figure 11.4  n  Percentage of Women in State and Federal Prisons by Race, December 2012

Unlike with the race of male prisoners, white non-Hispanic females make up the largest percentage of 				          female prisoners. Do your ideas about why the discrepancy exists for males explain the discrepancy for 
females? In what way?

Source: Carson, E. A., & Golinelli, D. (2013). Sentenced state and federal prisoners, by sex, race, Hispanic origin, and age, 				          December 31, 2012. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
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Figure 11.5  n  �Sentenced State and Federal Prisoners by Sex, Race, and Hispanic 
Origin, December 2012

Males are far more likely to be imprisoned than are females. Why? Are they more violent? Are they simply 
more likely to be arrested and found guilty? What theory do you have about this huge discrepancy?

Source: Carson, E. A., & Golinelli, D. (2013). Sentenced state and federal prisoners, by sex, race, Hispanic origin, and age, 
December 31, 2012. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. 

convicted of misdemeanors serving a sentence of less than 1 year. An exception to this is in 
the case of prison overcrowding—jails may then incarcerate state and federal felony prisoners 
serving longer sentences (for a fee). In addition to serving as an actual form of punishment 
(i.e., incarceration), jails house individuals involved in the criminal justice system who have 
not been convicted of a crime. For example, persons waiting to be arraigned are housed in a 
jail. Persons accused of committing a crime who cannot post bail or for whom bail was not an 
option are also housed in jails and lockups. Those who have been convicted and are awaiting 
sentencing are also held in jails. Offenders who violated conditions of their parole, probation, 
or bail are also detained in jails. Many find themselves in jail as they wait to be transferred to 
other facilities. This includes mentally ill patients needing transfer to the appropriate medical 
facility, juveniles before being transferred to a juvenile facility, persons wanted by the military, 
and convicted offenders awaiting transport to a prison. Finally, jails house persons accused of 
contempt of court, those under protective custody, and material witnesses.

A lockup is a facility that is used to detain individuals for 24 to 48 hours. Individuals held 
in lockups may be detained because they are waiting for a transfer to a jail, or it may be that law 
enforcement is holding them while waiting for additional information on their status. Thus, 
while prisons and sometimes jails are used as an actual form of punishment, lockups are merely 
holding pens.




